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ism by means of which the socialist state was to be achieved;
they had hoped that the masters would give the workers
socialism out of the Christian goodness of their hearts.

A wandering philosopher of The Road had told him
about a pamphlet called "The Communist Manifesto. Jack
secured a copy of The Communist Manifesto, and reading it
avidly found that it was as though his own heart and brain
had suddenly become magnificently articulate. He capit-
ulated utterly to Karl Marx's reasoning, for here he found
the method whereby man not only could achieve the socialist
state, but under historical imperatives would be compelled
by economic force to embrace it. In his notebook Jack jotted
down, " The whole history of mankind has been a history
of contests between exploiting and exploited; a history of
these class struggles shows the evolution of economic
civilisation just as Darwin's studies show the evolution of
man; with the coming of industrialism and concentrated
capital a stage has been reached whereby the exploited cannot
attain its emancipation from the ruling class without
once and for all emancipating society at large from all
future exploitation, oppression, class distinctions and class
struggles."

Pushing onward in The Communist Manifesto Jack found
scientific socialism demanding the abolition of private
property in land; abolition of all rights of inheritance;
factories, means of production, communication, and trans-
portation to be owned by the state; and all wealth, except
consumption goods, to be owned collectively. With his
heavy pencil he underlined in the Manifesto the call of
socialism to the working-men of the world: " The socialists
disdain to conceal their aims and mews. They openly declare
their ends can be attained only by a forcible overthrow of all
existing conditions. Let the ruling classes tremble at the socialistic
revolution. The proletarians have nothing to lose but their
chains. They have a world to gain. Working men of all countries,
unite!"

It was not long before Jack was to proclaim that socialism
was the greatest thing in the world.